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TOM TAT
Hién nay khi xem xét lai cudc chay dua tranh gianh thu6c dia ciing nhw tam anh
huwong gitta cac cuong qudc vao thé ky XIX, cac st ménh truyén gido thuong dugc
danh gia voi goc nhin tiéu cyc lién quan dén chi nghia thye dan. Tuy nhién, trong
truong hop Hoa Ky, viéc danh gia cac hoat ddng truyén gido cua nudc nay 6 khu
vie Dong Nam A theo khudn mau suy nghi trén t6 ra khong hoan toan chinh xac
va pht hop véi ct liéu lich str. Bai viét nay nhdm khao ctu va danh gié cac hoat
déng cua cac nha truyén dao Hoa Ky tai Siam trong thé& ky XIX (Thai Lan hién
nay), tit 6 dé xudt mot goc nhin khac vé van dé truyén gido tai chau A trong thé
ky nay.

T khoa: Truyén giao, Hoa Ky, Siam.

1.DAT VAN DE

Cac st gia Marxist Viét Nam khi danh gia vé cong cudc truyén ba Thién Chta
gido tai Viét Nam thong thiwong nhin nhan cong cudcnay hodcla mot minh chirng cho
giao lvu van hoa Bong Tay hodcla su don duwong cho cht nghia thuc dan Phéap vao thé
ky XIX. Nhitng nhan xét vé tac dong tiéu cyc ctia cong cudc truyén ba Thién Chua gido
c6 thé phan nao phtt hgp véihoan canh cta Viét Nam; tuy nhién, bén canh d6, chtng
ta da cha trong téi nhitng tac dong tich cwec cia cong cudc nay ¢ Viet Nam hay quy mo
toan cau hay chwra? Bai viét nay nham hudng su lwu tim ctia chiing ta téi mot treong
hop xay ra tai Dong Nam A, trong do cac tac dong tich cyccua viéc truyén gido trd nén
noi trdi hon nhitng tac dong tiéu cyc ciand: do la treong hgp cacnha truyén giao Hoa
Ky truyén dao tai vwong quéc Siam trong thé ky XIX. Nhitng dong gdp cua cac nha
truyén gido Hoa Ky cho téi nay van dwoc chinh phti va ngudi dan Thai Lan ton trong
va cangoi, va la mot nén tang quan trong cho quan hé song phuwong gitta Thai Lan va
Hop ching qudc Hoa Ky ngay nay. Thau hiéu treong hgp cua Thai Lan sé gitp ich
nhiéu trong viéc nhan thitc day du vé van dé truyén gido tai Viét Nam hién nay.
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Vai tro cua cic nha truyén gido Hoa Ky tai Siam trong thé'ky XIX
2.NOIDUNG

2.1 B6i canh lich st va dong co ton gido ctia cac hoat dong truyén gido cua Hoa Ky tai
Siam vao thé ky XIX

2.1.1. Boicanh lich st

Siam la mot trong nhitng nuwdc cd quan hé sdm nhat véi cacnuwde phuong Tay 6
Doéng A, dau tién 1a B Dao Nha (1512)!, Ha Lan (1603), Anh (1612), Phap (1662). Thé
ky XIX danh dau su phat trién vugt bac cua Siam duwdi sy cai tri ctia cdc vua Ramal,
Rama II, Rama III va Rama IV. Nho bd may chinh tri vitng manh va sang sudt, Siam da
tro thanh qudc gia 6 stee manh hang dau ¢ Dong Nam A, véi stec anh huong vuot ra
ngoai bién gidi cua minh, dua cac qudc gia yéu hon 6 quanh minh nhu Lao,
Campuchia hay Malaya vao quy dao 1¢ thudc. Sy phat trién vugt bacvé mat chinh tri
ctia Siam khién cho cac nuwdc phuwong Tay phai xem Siam nhuw mét thélyc quan trong
can hudng téi khi phat trién quan hé va thuong mai  Dong Nam A. Tuy nhién, bén
canh sy doc 1ap va chinh sach ngoai giao phit hop, Siam van 1a mot qudc gia phong
kién lac hau va yéu kém. Vi vay, Siam ciing ding trudc nguy co tré thanh mot déi
twong dé cac nudc thue dan phwong Tay nhom ngd va xam lugc. Vé mdt lich sit chinh
tri - xa hoi, tinh hinh thé gi¢i va Dong Nam A giai doan dau thé'ky XIX cho thdy nguy
co ctia chu nghia thwe dan tuy c6 giam nhe di vao hai thap nién dau tién, nhung sau dé
bung phat dir ddi vao nhiing ndm 30, 40 ctia thé ky XIX, khi nhu cau budn ban va thi
trueong tang cao boi cudc cadch mang cong nghiép. Diéu nay ddt ra nhiing thach thic
méi cho cac qudc gia doc 1ap con lai & chau A néi chung va Dong Nam A néi riéng.
Nam 1826, nhan thdy nguy co sau khi Burma (Myanmar hién nay) bi Anh danh bai,
vua Rama III quyét dinh ky ngay v6i Anh mot ban thoa thuan thwong mai song
phwong khi mot phai vién khac ciia Anhla Burney toi Bangkok vaonam 1826. Day la
dau hiéu dau tién vé sy thay déi vé chinh sach ngoai giao ctia Siam v6i cac nuwde
phuong Tay, trong d6 c6 Hoa Ky. Giai doan nay cting danh ddu su thong tri ciia nguoi
Anh trén pham vi toan thé gidi, tuy nhién ching ta cting phai chu y téi su vuon 1én
khong ngirng cua Hoa Ky - ltic nay dang tim cach mo rong anh huong va quyén 1oi ctia
minh nhdm canh tranh vdi cac nwde chau Au luc dia gia coi sau khi gianh dwoc doc
lap. Pau thé& ky XIX, Hoa Ky tang cudong cac hoat dong ngoai giao nham cham dit
xung d6t voi hai ceong quéc ditng dau chau Aula Anh va Phap, tir &6 6 diéu kién tap
trung vao viéc phat trién kinh t€ va mo rong anh huong 6 khu vee. Ngay 02/12/1823,
Téng thdng Hoa Ky J.Monroe tuyén b8 nguyén tac “chdu Mij ciia ngudi chdu Mj” Tam co
sO cho thuyét Lién My (Panamericanism). Dong thoi, Hoa Ky cing tim cachnhay vao
thi treong chau A nhiéu tiém ndng va co hoi. O khu vuc Déng Nam A, Siam la mot
trong nhitng qudc gia ma Hoa Ky xac dinh ¢6 méi quan tam dang ké vé mat thuong

1 Michel Jacg-Hergoualc'h (1993). L’Europe et le Siam du XVIe au XVIIle siécle, L’'Harmattan, Paris,
tr.15.
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mai va dia chinh tri. Viéc t6 chtic cac hdi, nhom truyén dao hai ngoai ciing la mot
phuong tién chinh tri nham canh tranh véi Anh, Phap ¢ qudc gia nay. Dén ntta sau thé
ky XIX, cac nudc phuong Tay phat trién vuotbac so voi phan con lai ctia thé gidi. Chu
nghia tu ban phwong Tay chuyén nhanh tir giai doan ty do canh tranh sang giai doan
ddc quyén, mo ra giai doan chi nghia d€ qudc. Cac cwong qudc phwong Tay dwa vao
wu thé quan su da xam nhap va xam chiém thudc dia & chau A, chdu Phi va khu vuc
M§ Latin. Dting trudcbdi canh d6, Siam da phai ky két nhiéu hiép wéc bdt binh dang
v6i cac cuong qudc phuong Tay. Chap nhan tir bo doc quyén vé tai chinh va tw phap,
tham chi ca chu quyén lanh thd, d6i lai Siam van gitt dwoc hdabinh cho ddt nwéc va
doc lap dan toc.

Quan hé giao ltu budn ban gitr Siam va Hoa Ky da dién ra it 1au tredc khi Hiép
wdc dau tién gitta hai nwdc duoc ky két. Nhirng tau buon Hoa Ky da dén Bangkok lan
dau tién vao nam 1818, mang theo 14 thw cta Tong thong Hoa Ky luc d6 1a James
Monroe? (tuy nhién ciing cé nhiéu ngudn tw liéu cho rang ndm 1821 méi la ndm dau
tién ngredi My 6 tiép xtic véi Siam?3). Nhung cé thé thay rang, trong giai doan nira dau
thé'ky XIX, loi ich thwong mai ma Hoa Ky c6 thé dat dwgc ¢ Siam rat han ché. Siam luc
nay gitt mot bidu thué quan cao bat thuong ciing nhiéu tré ngai nham han ché hang
héa va sy budn ban véi phwong Tay. Cé 1€ 1oi ich chinh tri cia mdi quan hé nay méi la
diéu Hoa Ky quan tam. Tuy nhién, tredc thoi di€m nam 1833 ciing nhu ké ca sau dé
cho téindm 1856, canh ctra tiép xtic bang con dwdong ngoai giao truyén thdng gap mot
s0 kho khan nhat dinh do khoang cach dia ly va nguon lwc. Trong boi canh d6, hoat
dodng cac nha truyén gido cu tra tai ban dia da dong mot vai tro 16n trong viéc két noi
va thac day quan hé song phuwong thong qua nhiing dong gop c6 gia tri d6i voi xa hoi
va ton gido 6 Siam.

2.1.2. Dong co ton giao

Néu xem xét dudi goc do lich st ton gido thi giai doan cudi thé ky XVIII, dau
thé' ky XIX danh dau mot budce phat trién maéi trong qué trinh mé rong va xam nhéap
cta Co Bdc gido vao cac vung ddt méi dugckhdm pha thong qua cac cudc phat kién
dia ly. Cu thé, cac cudc phat kién dia ly vao théky XV va XVIda giup cho Cong gido
La Ma duoc truyén ba rong rai thong qua hoat dong cta cac giao sy B6 Dao Nha va
Tay Ban Nha, nhung khi sttc manh ctia hai cuong quéc hai dwong nay suy yéu va phai
nhuong chd cho HaLan, Anh hay tham chi ca Hoa Ky, thi chinh su hién dién ctia cac
co soO truyén dao va cac gido dan Cong gido La Ma ¢ cac vung dat can duoc chinh phuc
lac nay lai tro thanh mét trd ngai d6i voi cac ceong qudc Tin Lanh méi ndi. Vi vay,

2 Wiwat Mungkandi, William Warren (1982). A Century and a Half of Thai-American Relations,
Chulalongkorn University Press, Bangkok, tr.9.

3 Wimon Phongphiphat, Napha Phongphiphat (1987). The eagle and the elephant:Thai-American
relations since 1833, United Production, Bangkok, tr.1.
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viéc tién hanh cac st ménh truyén gido Tin Lanh lic nay tré thanh mot doi hoi mang
tinh qudc gia — ton gido ro rét, dac biét la trong bdi canh dang ton tai mét nhan thire
chung rang Co Ddc gido va Hoi gido dang suy yéu tram trong. Thém vao do, cé 18 phai
dé cap thém vé niém tin ton giao dang thinh hanh vao giai doan lich st nay, rang Dang
ctru thé'sé trd lai [an thi hai d€ hoan tat cacloi tién tri con lai, cu théla vaonam 1866.
Vi vay, cac nha truyén gido Tin lanh can khan truong cai daonguoi dan d€ chuan bi
cho thoi diém linh thiéng nay. Riéng ddi véi Hoa Ky, vao thoi diém nay cong tac
truyén giao noi dia di cung véi viéc banh tredng lanh thé da phan nao thanh cong giup
cung c6 niém tin vé mot “dinh ménh hién nhién” ctia nudéc My, dong thoi giap nwdc
nay chuyén hudng tap trung cho cac st ménh haingoai. Ca thuyét “dinh ménh hién
nhién” 1an thuyét Darwin xa hi thinh hanh vao thoi ky d6 phan nao déu khién cho cac
nha truyén gido Hoa Ky so hitu niém tin manh liét rang si wu tt ctia chting toc Anglo-
Saxon cung voi si biét dai cua Thién chua déi véi nede My sé giap ho thanh cong
trong viéc “khai héa” cac cu dan ban dia. Hoat dong dau tién nham cu thé hoa tAm
nhin nay la viéc nhitng nha truyén giao tinh nguyén Hoa Ky thudc Gido hoi Co doc
Gido doan (Congregational Christian Church) da thanh lap ny ban dai dién truyén
gido hai ngoai Hoa Ky (American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission-
ABCFM) tai New England vao nam 1810. ABCFM da phainhiéunha truyén gido tdi
cac khu vyc ma Hoa Ky c6 loi ich nhw Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban, An D¢, Trung Dong.
Singapore va Siam la mdt trong nhitng noi cac nha truyén gido Hoa Ky tim dén sém
nhat 6 khu viee Dong Nam A.
2.2. Vai tro ctia cdcnha truyén gido Hoa Ky tai Siam trong thé ky XIX
2.2.1. Phd bién dao Tin Lanh tai Siam

Nhitng nha truyén giao Tin Lanh d4u tién téi Siam khong phai la nguoi My, ma
la muc su nguoi Anh Messers Tomlin va béac si kiém nha truyén gido nguoi Dtc
Dr.Carl Gutzlaff vao ndm 1828, cham hon so véi nhitng dong nghiép Cong gido La Ma
x@p xi250 ndam. Nguwoi My dau tién va cling la nha truyén gido Tin lanh Hoa Ky dau
tién ctia ABCFM t6i Siam 1a David Abeel (1804 — 1846). Ong la gido si dwéi sw diéu
phdi cua Hoi ban hitu nguoi di bién Hoa Ky (American Seamen’s Friend Society) &
Quang Chau, Trung Qudc vao ndm 1830. Ong ghé Bangkok, Siam vao thang 6/1831
trong chuyén hanh trinh ttr Quang Chau téi hangloat cac dia danhnhuw Java, Malacca,
Singapore... Ong roi Siam vao thang 10/1832 vily do sttc khoe va quay lai Hoa Ky vao
nam 18334

Mic du gap nhiéu that bai va rui ro, nhung nhitng dong gdp quan trong cta
nha truyén gido dan duwong néu trén da dat nén tang virng chac cho sy phat trién cta

4 David Shavit (1990), The United States in Asia: a Historical Dictionary, Greenwood Press, USA,
tr.1
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cac hoi truyén gidao Hoa Ky ¢ Siam: Hoi truyén gidao Rira t6i (Baptist Mission) (1833 —
1893), Héi truyén gido Gido doan (Congregational Misions) (1843 — 1874) va Hoi truyén
gido Truong Lao (Presbyterian Missions). Nhitng phai doan truyén gido dau tién nay
chiu nhiéu han ch€'tir phia triéu dinh Siam, dac biét la vé nhan sy vanguon lyc, nhung
van hét long phung su cho si nghiép ctia minh.

Cacnha truyén gido dau tién cua phai Rira Ti (mot gido phai Tin lanh), trong
d6 ndi bat 1a Muc su John Taylor Jones, xuat hién ¢ Siam vao nam 1833. Ddi tuong
truyén dao ban dau 1a nhitng nguwoi Hoa cuw ngu tai Bangkok. Muc sw John T.Jones da
dich Kinh thanh Tan wdc ra tiéng Siam va viét nhiéu sach valuan van ton gido ngan
nham phd bién dao Tin lanh téi ngudi dan. Ngay 01/7/1837, nha tho Tin lanh dau tién
¢ Bangkok dugc xay dung dwdi su gitp do ctia nhitng nha truyén giao Rira t6i Hoa
Ky. William Dean la muc su dau tién cta nha tho nay.

ABCFM bat dau lan lwot truyén gido & Siam vao ndm 1834 sau cac st ménh tai
AnDg, Ceylon (Sri Lanka hién nay) va Trung Qudc. Nha truyén gido ndi bat nhat cua
ABCFM la Dan B.Bradley. ABCFM chinh thtc chdm dat moi hoat dong cua minh &
Siam vao nam 1849 khi Bradley chuyén sang hoat dong cho Hiép hoi Truyén gido Hoa
Ky (American Missionary Association- AMA). Qué trinh nay dién ra song song véi
viéc Hoi truyén gido ctia gido phai Trudng Lao bat dau ting ceong hoat dong & Siam.

Vaonam 1840, Gido hoi Truong Lao (mot giao phai Tin lanh dugc phattrién tie
hoc thuyét cia nhitng nha tho Calvin, con goi la Giao hoi Truong Nhiém) giri nhiing
nha truyén gido dau tién t6i Siam. Dén nam 1847, ho cho thiét lap Hoi truyén gido
Siam. Nha tho Trudng Lao dau tién ¢ Siam — nha tho Samray da thiét 1ap vao nam
1849. Nam 1867, nha truyén giao McGilvary da téi Chiang Mai & phia bic ThaiLan dé
truyén dao, truc tiép viéc dan téi nha tho dau tién 6 Chiang Mai duoc thiét 1ap vao
nam 1868. Hoi truyén gido Truong Lao tuy t6i sau, nhung két qua la t6 chitc ding
vitng nhat ¢ Siam.

Nhin chung, mac du trong thé ky XIX s6 lvong nguoi cai dao va gia nhap dao
Tin Lanh 6 Siam khong nhiéu®, nhung di san tir cac hoat dong cua cacgidosy Hoa Ky
trong th&ky XIX da dt nén méng vitng chac cho céc gido hdi Tin Lanh phat trién vuot
bac vao dau thé’ky XX khi s6 lwgng nguoi theo dao Tin Lanh gia tang manh. Hon ntra,
can lwu thm rang sy han ché ton gido ma triéu dinh Siam thuec hién trong giai doan nay
da gay can trd khong nho dén hoat dong cta cac nha truyén gido. Chi mai dén nam
1878, khi vua Chulalongkorn cho ban b6 Chi du Khoan dung (Edict of Toleration) cho
phép tu do ton gido, thi viéc truyén dao va rira tdi mdi tré nén dé dang hon. Bén canh

5 Cac bao cao vao ndam 1914 chi ra ¢4 3830 nguoi da theo dao Tin Lanh trong vong 3 nam ttr 1912
dén 1914 va cho biét con s8 trung binh mdi ndm do d6 con cao hon tdng s nguoi theo dao giai
doan 1840 -1890. Tt d6 c6 thé suy ra tong s6 nguoi dan Thai da theo dao Tin Lanh trong giai
doan 1840-1890 1a dwési 1300 nguoi.
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d6, si gan bd véi dao Phat ctia ngweoi dan Siam ciing la mot tro ngai khac. Trudc tinh
hinh d¢, cac nha truyén gido Hoa Ky da tap trung vao hai van dé co ban khéc cta céc
st ménh truyén giao la gido duc va chtra bénh dé€ c6 thé xay dung duoc co so xa hoi va
niém tin vitng chac hon. Puong 16i nay da té ra ding dan trong lich stt truyén giao Tin
lanh tai Siam vé sau.
2.2.2. Nhitng dong gop ddi voi tién bo xa hoi ctia Siam

Trong ltic tim cach han ché quan hé thuong mai véi phwong Tay vao giai doan
dau thé'ky XIX, thi Siam lai dén tiép doan truyén gido Hoa Ky kha nong nhiét boi van
deé y t&. Vao thoi diém nay, bénh dau mua lan tran khap noi trén dat nwde va Siam phai
vat va ddi pho véi loai dich bénh nguy hiém mang tinh chu ky hang ndm nay. Bénh
dau mua to ra khong phaila van dé 16n ddi véi nhitng bac si kiém nha truyén giao Hoa
Ky. Cac nha truyén gido cua Hoa Ky da hét long giap do ddt nwdc nay, chung ngtra
vac-xin cho dan chiing va day Itii dich bénh. Vua Siam sau d6 da phai 10 hay 12 ngw y
trong cung di theo cac nha truyén gido d& hoc cach chita bénh daumua. Ca phau thuat
dau tién thanh cong ¢ Siam ciing la do mét nha truyén dao kiém bac sy tén la Dan
Beach Bradley tién hanh nh3m chita tri cho mot thay tu. Nhiéu bénh vién ¢ ThaiLan la
do cacnha truyén gido Tin Lanh thanh1ap.

Bén canh y t€, cac nha truyén dao Hoa Ky ciing cé cong lon trong viéc phat
trién giao duc ctia Siam. Ngay 18/7/1835, Dan Beach Bradley ttr Singapore dén Bangkok
da mang theo chi€c may in chit dau tién & Siam. Ngay 04/7/1844, ciing chinh Dan
Beach Bradley cho xudtban to The Bangkok Recorder (con goila to Bangkok Calendar),
to bao tiéng Théi dau tién ¢ Siam. Bradley con dwoc vua Thai tin twong giao nhiém vu
day db hoang tiz. Con cac nha truyén gido thuoc Gido hdi Tredng Lao trong qua trinh
truyén dao ¢ phia bac Thai Lan da cho xay dung trieong hoc cho thiéu nhi tai Samray
béng viéc van dong nhiéu ngudén khac nhau. Nam 1888, mét nha truyén giao thudc
Gido hoi Truong Lao la Rev J A Eakins da diéu hanh mot truong nam sinh véi tén goi
Trung hoc Co Bdc gido Bangkok (Bangkok Christian High School) ¢ Kudi Chin.
Truong sau nay duoc sap nhap voi mot truong khdc ¢ Samray dé tao thanh Trunghoc
nam sinh Co D¢ gido Samray (Samray Boys’ Christian High School). Bén canh d6, cac
nha nit tu truyén giao cua Hoa Ky da c6 déng gop to 1on déi voi su nghiép gido duc tai
Siam khi ¢d va1 viéc thay d6i dia vi kinh t€ va xa hoi cua ni gidi trong xa hoi truyén
thdng Siam bang viéc phd bién quan niém binh dang gidi trong gido duc. Nam 1851, ba
nt tu truyén gido nguoi My-ba Samuel 1.Smith, ba D.B.Bradley (v¢ ctia bac si
D.B.Bradley) va ba House, dwgcnha vuamoi vao cung d€ day do cho gia dinh trong
ba nam. Nha nit tu truyén gido Truong Lao Harriet M. House da cho thanh 1ap Wang
Lang- mét treong nit sinh vao ndm 1874, sau nay noi tiéng vi tén goi Truong Harriet
M. House. Mot nha ni tu truyén gido khac thudc giao hoi Tredng Lao Hoa Ky 1a Edna
S. Coles tham chi con ttr chdi 101 moi ctia vua Chulalongkorn vé viéc thiét lap mot
treong danh riéng cho con gai cac quy toc, vi mudn phd bién tu tuong binh quyén veé
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giao duc va gidi. Ba da phuc su cho su nghiép gido duc ntt gidi 6 Siam sudt tir nam
1878 cho dén nam 1924.

Ngoai ra, cac nha truyén giao Hoa Ky cling gop cong trong viéc hién dai hda
nganh chétao tau thuy ctia Siam. Nam 1855, Phra Nai Wai ty ché tao tau thuy hoi nuée
dau tién ctia Siam bang ban vé va thiét ké cia tau My cling nhu 18y dong co hoi nieée
va may moc tir xeong Novelty Iron Works, New York, Hoa Ky thong qua sy giup do
ctia Issac Townsend Smith. Ban than viéc 1ap dat may méc ciing do nha truyén dao
Hoa Ky I.LH.Chandler tién hanh. Tau nay dugc dong dé€ phuc vu Hoang gia, duogc dat
tén la Siam Steam-Force Royal Seat (Ngu gid thuy luc).

Nhu vay, cacnha truyén gido Hoa Ky da c6 cong gdp phan gidi thiéu mot nén y
khoa, gido duc va ky thuat hang hai tién tién dén véi Siam trong giai doan nira dau thé
ky XIX. Danh gia cac dong gdp nay, to The Lewiston Daily Sun s ngay 14 thang 08 nam
1893 trong bai viét “Nhirng nguoi My ¢ Siam — Mot anh huong tich cuc t6i sw khai hoa
va tién bo” da c6 danh gia nhu sau “Nguoi My da dong gop vao sy phat trién cong
nghiép va thuong mai ctia Siam, cing nhw cho syt m¢ mang khoa hoc, van hoc va ton
giao”¢ . Nhitng hoat dong thién nguyén nay da gitip cho viéc pho bién dao Tin lanh ¢
Siam ctia gido doan Hoa Ky tai Siam sau nay trd nén dé dang hon va xay dung duoc
nhting m&i quan hé ca nhan co loi cho viéc phat trién quan hé song phuong,.

2.2.3 Thuc ddy quan hé Hoa Ky - Siam

Song song vdinhiing déng gop trong viéc phat trién kinh té€'- xa hoi Siam, cac
nha truyén gido Hoa Ky tai Siam con gay anh huong truc tiép téi quan hé ngoai giao
song phuong. Ho khdng nhiing la nhitng ngurdi mé duong d& Hoa Ky nam rd hon tinh
hinh Siam ma con la ngwoi mang dén nhitng thién cam dac biét ma nguwoi Thai danh
cho nhing ngroi mang qudc tich Hoa Ky, dong thoi ¢é anh hudng quan trong tdi qua
trinh dam phan ngoai giao gitta haibén.

Trong thoi gian dau tdi Siam, bat chap nhiing khé khan thuong truc, cadc nha
truyén gido Hoa Ky da c8 ging xay dung duoc nhitng mdi lién hé véi chinh quyén
Siam. Quan hé mang tinh ca nhan cta cdcnha truyén gido anh huong khong nho toéi
moi quan hé gitta hai nudc. Bradley va muc su Jesse Caswell 1a nhitng nguoi ban,
nguodi thay ctia Mongkut thoi ky 6ng con di tu. Diéu nay da anh hwdng sau sic toi
quan hé hai nuedc trong thoi gian Mongkut cdm quyén, biéu hién qua hai sy kién ngoai
giao 16n: hiép wdc song phuwong Hoa Ky — Siam ndm 1856 va thoa hiép Siam — Phap vé
van dé Campuchia (Cambodia) tir nam 1865 dén nam 1867.

D6i voi Hiép wdc Hoa Ky — Siam 1856, cac nha truyén giao da that suw dong vai
tro cau ndi quan trong gitta hai qudc gia, hai chinh phu. B6i canh Iic d61a Hoa Ky ct

¢ The Lewiston Daily Sun (1893). Americans in Siam- An active influence for enlightenment and
progress, The Lewiston Daily Sun, USA, tr.7.
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mot phéi doan téi Siam d€ dam phan va ky két lai hiép wdc khi thdy dong thai cua Anh
vao nam 1855. Nhan nhiém vy, Townsend Harris toi Bangkok vao nam 1856. Tuy
nhién, ban dau moi viéc to ra khong sudn sé doi voi T.Harris va conguy co tro thanh
mot su ¢6 ngoai giao nghiém trong. Bi budc phai cho dgi nhiéu ngay, T.Harris da trd
nén mat binh tinh. Nguy co hiép wéc moi gitta Hoa Ky va Siam sé dwoc ky két dudiap
liec hay it nhat cling s€ tao ra nhitng ran nitt trong long nguoi Siam la rat 16n.

Nhung Harris da khon ngoan lwa chon 2 nha truyén gido am hiéu tinh hinh
Siam, Stephen Mattoon va John Hasett Chandler, lam ¢4 van cho 6ng dé viéc ky két
hiép wdc mot cach thuanlgi. Trong liic d6, hai nguwoinay dong thoilaila nhitng ¢6 van
cho Mongkut. Diéu nay dam bao thuan loi va dong thuan cao nhat cho viéc ky két
nhanh chéng mot hiép wdc gitta Hoa Ky va Siam du trede d6 xay rabdt cit kho khan
va tri hodn gi. Dudi su “dao dién” ctia 2 nha truyén giao va kha nang trinh bay ngén
ngir ngoai giao an tugng cua Harris, mot hiép wdc twong tu Hiép wdc Bowring cua
Anh gitta Hoa Ky va Siam da duoc ky két thudn lgi. Mongkut tham chi con trao cho
Hoa Ky nhitng quyén vuot qua hiép wdc vira ky két, dac biét 1a nhiing wu dai danh cho
Hoi truyén giao Hoa Ky”.

Trwdc khi roi Siam di Nhat Ban nham chttc, Harris chi dinh Stephen Mattoon
lam 1anh sy Hoa Ky ¢ Siam. Stephen Mattoon da dam nhiém chttc vu nay ttt nam 1856
dén nam 1859. John Hasset Chandler sau d6 da tro thanh lanh sy Hoa Ky ké nhiém
Mattoon. Nhu vay, hai nha truyén gido Tin lanh Hoa Ky da tro thanh hailanh syt Hoa
Ky dau tién tai Siam.

Déi véi thoa hiép Phap — Siam vé van dé Campuchia, nha truyén giao Hoa Ky
Bradley da déng vai tro rat1én trong viéc tao dung 4p lirc quic t€ nham ngan can cac
tham vong lanh thd va chinh tri cia Phap d6i voi Siam, gitp nang cao uy tin ctia Hoa
Ky trong mat triéu dinh Siam. Nam 1863 khi Phap chiém Campuchia, roi tim cAch dam
phan véi Siam d€ budc Mongkut cong nhan quyén ba chu ctia Phap tai day, cac cong
dan chau Au & Bangkok d3 ra mit ung ho ngwdi Thai, phé phéan tham té nguoi Phdp vé
hanh dong d6. Nam 1865, Phap guri tau chién téi Siam d€ dam phan thi lién bi cong
dong nay qui két ngay la dang tim cach tao ap lwc 1én Mongkut. Nguwoi dai dién dam
phan cho chinh phu Phép Gabriel Aubaret da phai d6i dau v6inhiing théluc phuong
Tay ung ho Siam, trong d6 ddc biét la nha truyén gido Hoa Ky Bradley. Su tin tuong

7 Theo Donald C.Lord (1996), trong nhiéu truong hop Mongkut cho Hdi truyén giao Hoa Ky lap
tru s& & bat ct dau trén dat nudce Siam chit khong bd bude riéng ¢ Bangkok nhw qui dinh trong
hiép udc, hay cac nha truyén gido duoc phép truc ti€p bay to nguyén vong ctia minh véi nha
vua chit khdng can phai théng qua mot phai vién dai dién chinh quyén Hoa Ky thay mat ho
truyén dat nhw & nhiing nudc phuong Doéng khac trong khu viec. Tham khao : Donald C.Lord
(1996). Missionaries, Thai and Diplomats, The Pacific Historical Review, Vol.35, No.4 , University
of California Press, USA, tr.423.
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ctia Mongkut khién cho Bradley tro thanh nha truyén gido chau Aundi bat va ¢ stic
anh huwong nhat ¢ Siam valé tu nhién, 6ng tro thanh mot trong nhitng d6i thu ndng ky
nhat cho nhitng tham vong thuc dan qua trang tron ctia Phap. Bradley da tich cuc ting
ho Siam dé chéng lai Phap bang cach ong dua vao td bao ma minh sang 1ap dé cong
kich cd nhan Aubaret. Khi co6 tin Aubaret gay ap lvc Mongkut dinh ban bao ctia minh,
Bradley viét rang Siam da thanh “mgt tinh ctia Phap” 1én to Bangkok Recorder s6 ra
ngay 10/6/1865. Sau d6, bang cach nao d6 6ng da cé dwgc mot ban sao ctia hiép uéc
moi dang dam phdn bi mat gitta Phap va Siam va cho dang n¢i dung 1én to Bangkok
Recorder, tao ra mot vu bé boi lam Phap mat mat. Thang 9 nam 1865, cling trén to
Bangkok Recorder, 6ng qui két Aubaret 3 t6i 16n: Xam pham than th€ mot quan chtc
Siam, doi gat bo Bo trerong Ngoai giao Siam Kralahom Sri Suriyawongse, va nghiém
trong nhatla xic pham nha vua. Trudc tinh hudng nay, Aubaret da kién Bradley ra toa
vi toi vu khdng, doi 1500 dollars tién phat. Bradley sau d6 chi cong khai xin 18i vi bi
thong tin nham viéc loai bo Sri Suriyawongse, vi sy that1a Aubaretchi yéu cau vi bo
treong nay ditng ngoai cudoc dam phan gitra hai bén, nhuing con nhitng cdo buoc khac
thi Bradley khong da dong nén Aubaret tiép tuc theo kién. Két qua la Aubaret da thang
kién nho mét phéan vao su can thiép ciia Mongkut. Bradley thua kién, phai chiu an phi
14 207,75 dollars. Tuy nhién, ban than Bradley thi dwgc triéu dinh Siam cam kich. Ap
luc quoc t€ da phan nao giap cho Siam thoa hiép thanh cong mot s6 quyén loi trong
hiép wdc Phap - Siam 1867, nhat lai viéc sap nhap dugc2 tinh Angkor vaBatttambang
ctia Cambodia vao lanh thd nuwde minh.

Ngoai hai su kién quan trong nay, quan hé Hoa Ky - Siam sau d6 lai cang duoc
that chit boi s quan tim ctia cic nha truyén gido, ma cu thé & day la ca nhan Bradley,
d6i véi quan hé song phuwong. Ngay 01/10/1868, Mongkut bang ha. Day thucsu 1a mot
ton that 1on cho quan hé Hoa Ky- Siam noi chung va ban than Bradley noi riéng.
Nhung cling trong treong hop dang budn nay, Bradley da gitp chongwoi Siam thay
duoc tdm long ctia nguoi My ddi véi ho. Ong viét bai diéu van “Nhiing hoi tic vé dirc
vua Siam qud ¢8” ca ngoi cong dirc Mongkut. Bai dién van thanh cong dén ndi nhiéu
tr ngft, cau cti ctia n6 da dwoc ngudi Siam st dung rong rai khap noi dé vinh danh
dtrc vua qua c6. Triéu dinh Siam lai mot [an nira biét on nhitng nha truyén gido Hoa
Ky. Tac dong ty nhién 1a quan hé gitta triéu dinh va cac nha truyén gidao Hoa Ky lai
tiép tuc duoc gan chit o tridu vua tiép theo. Nhitng nha truyén gido Hoa Ky ciing
chinh la nhitng ngwoi gép phan diéu chinh méi quan hé gitta hai bén dung véi tinh
than cua né. LAy vi du, Bradley da thang than chi trich trén bao lanh sy Hoa Ky ltic d6
James M.Hood vi toi dam dung viéc cong tu 11, ban trai phép quyeén dibién duoc treo
co Hoa Ky cho hon 300 thwong nhan Trung Hoa. Chinh pht Hoa Ky sau d6 da phai
xin 16i vua Siam vé su ¢8 nay va budc vilanh sy k& trén phai tir nhiém vao nam 1869.

Vao giai doan sau cua thé ky XIX, vai tro ngoai giao ctua cac nha truyén dao
Hoa Ky giam xudng v6i sie xudt hién ctia cac nha ngoai giao chuyén nghiép. Du vay, c6
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thé ndi ho da dong vai tro to 16n trong nhiing giai doan so khai va khé khan nhat cta
quan hé song phuwong, d€lai mét di san 16n ma cac thé' hé sau sé tiép tuc phat trién.

Tuy nhién, du da sau 200 nam, dao Tin Lanh van duogc xem 1a mdt dao ngoai lai
tai Thai Lan. Véi nguoi Thai, dao Phat van la ton gido vira mang tinh ban dia vira
mang tinh chinh th&ng. Nhiéu tin diéu ban dia cé tinh siéu nhién ban chdt mau thuan
v6i cac gido diéu ctia dao Tin Lanh. Do d6, méac du thai d6 thu nghich céng khai véi
dao Tin lanh va tin d6 dao Tin lanh néi chung 1a hiém, tuy nhién xa hoi Thai Lan van
ton tai dp lwc vo hinh nham hwdng nhitng nguodi Thai da cai dao vé lai véicon dwong
chinh thong.

3. KET LUAN

Céac nha truyén giao Tin lanh Hoa Ky chinh la ngudi xay dap nén méng viing
chic cho quan hé ngoai giao gitta hai niwéc Siam va Hoa Ky thong qua nhitng hoat
dong khong biét mét moi cua minh. Ho da cung ngwoi Siam xay dung va phat trién dat
nudc nay trén nhiéu linh vuc, dacbiétla y t€ gido duc, khoa hoc va ky nghé. Nhing
déng goép tuy nhéd cua nhitng nha truyén giao Hoa Ky noi riéng va nguoi My noi
chung vao dau thé’ky XIX cho sy phat trién va van minh ctia Siam la nhitng ddu gach
ndi quan trong nham that chitquan hé song phwong, nhivmot nhanxét “... Thai Lan,
khong giong nhu Trung Qudc mé cira giao thirong véi phiwong Tay bang thudc sing
ctia Anh va ludilé ciia Phap, ma bang nhiing chién si thap tu M§”$ . Ngwoi Thai da tin
twong Hoa Ky nhir mdt qudc gia cong bang va than thién phan nhiéu nho vao cong lao
ctia nhitng con nguoi tham lang nay./.
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8 Donald C.Lord (1996). Missionaries, Thai and Diplomats, The Pacific Historical Review, Vol.35,
No.4 , University of California Press, USA, tr.430
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ABSTRACT

Today when assessing the race to expand colonies and influence spheres of powers
in the 18t century, Christian missions are often considered negative in relation to
colonialism. However, in the case of the U.S.’s, this paradigm of assessment proves
incorrect and irrelevant to historical records. This paper aims to study and evaluate
the activities of American missionaries in Siam (Thailand today) in the 19t century,

thereby proposing another viewpoint towards missions in Asia in this century.
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